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STUDENT AND TEACHER MEASURES, 
FINANCIAL ASSESSMENT, AND REVENUESOPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 

Arizona Auditor General
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Food service, 4.4%
Transportation, 3.9%
Student support, 1.6%
Instruction support, 4.6%

Instruction
61.6%

Peer average
49.6%

Per pupil revenues
Peer State

average average
Revenues by source 2015  2016  2016 2016
Federal 393$       402$       4,015$    1,301$    
State 5,229      4,799      4,190      3,780      
Local 1,747      1,813      4,081      4,268      
Total revenues per pupil 7,369$   7,014$   12,286$ 9,349$   

Equalization formula funding 4,920$    5,036$    5,922$    5,471$    
Grants 436         444         1,805      1,182      
Donations and tax credits 47           11           139         86           

Select revenues from less common sources
Desegregation 0$           0$           
Small school adjustment 0          0          
Federal impact aid 0          0          
Voter-approved levy increases 586         631         19 of 29  

    District

Select revenues from common sources

Number of peers 
receiving

1 of 29
0 of 29

14 of 29  

Per pupil spending

Spending by area 2015  2016  2016 2016
Instruction 3,666$     3,690$     4,576$    4,145$    
Administration 667          708          1,145      806         
Plant operations 693          723          1,342      939         
Food service 261          264          450         415         
Transportation 237          234          522         364         
Student support 108          98            695         633         
Instruction support 279          273          396         444         
Total operational 5,911$    5,990$     9,126$   7,746$   

Land and buildings 2,319$     169$        452$       621$       
Equipment 447          277          498         400         
Interest 97            110          243         216         
Other 0              1              65           153         
Total nonoperational 2,863$    557$        1,258$   1,390$   

Total per pupil spending 8,774$    6,547$     10,384$ 9,136$   

Peer 
average

State 
average     District

Financial stress assessment
Overall financial stress level:

Low Moderate High

Spending exceeded operating/capital budgets No overspending
Spending increase election results No election held
Operating reserve percentage, Trend 3.8%, Decreasing

Low

Years of capital reserve held  More than 3 years
Current financial and internal control status Noncompliant

Measure: 2014 through 2016 Assessment
Change in number of district students Increase

Efficiency measures relative to peer averages
Operational 

area Measure District
Peer 

average
State 

average

Administration
Cost per pupil $708 $1,145 $806 
Students per 
administrative position

85 56 67 

Plant 
operations 

Cost per square foot $4.21 $5.22 $6.10 
Square footage per 
student

172 270 154 

Food service Cost per meal $3.49 $3.40 $2.81 

Very low Low Comparable High Very high

Cost per rider $588 $543 $1,092 
Transportation

Cost per mile $3.14 $3.68 $3.72 

Students who passed state assessments

District
Peer group
State-wide
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Student and teacher measures

Measure District
Attendance rate (2015) 95% 95% 94% 
Graduation rate (2015) 88% 87% 78% 
Poverty rate (2015) 19% 16% 23% 
Students per teacher 18.6 15.3 18.6 
Average teacher salary $40,664 $43,729 $46,384 
   Amount from Proposition 301 $6,695 $4,733 $5,315 
Average years of teacher experience 11.1 10.4 11.0 
Percentage of teachers in first 3 years 19% 19% 20% 

Peer 
average

State 
average

Thatcher Unified School District
Graham County District size, location: Medium, Town
Efficiency peer groups 5 and T-6, Achievement peer group 4 Students attending: 1,660
Legislative district(s): 14 Number of schools: 4
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OPERATIONAL TRENDS
Fiscal years as indicated
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Year: 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Percentage: 58.8 60.1 59.1 56.6 61.1 59.9 61.6 62.2 62.4 60.8 58.8 57.7 59.8 60.5 62.0 61.6
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Administrative cost per pupil

$715

$708

$0

$400

$800

$1,200

$1,600

$2,000

11 12 13 14 15 16

Administrative costs per student5-year spending trend (2011 through 2016)

Totall operationall spendingg perr pupil, adjustedd forr inflation,Total operato
decreased

tionerat
dd by

ion
yy 1

spendisnalln
11 percent

endi
ntnt.

nggnndi
tt The

perr pupil,p ,g pp
ee percentage

ada
ee of

stedddjud
ofofoo dollars

orr nflaifof
ss spent

nfla
ntnt in

on,atioa
nnnn thedecreased

classroom
byby 11 pd b

mm varied
rcenperp

dd year
.enntt.

ararr to
hee pThTT

oo year,
centageeperp

rrr increasing
dollarsdoofo

gg overall
spensarss

llll from
tennt

mm 58
t
5858.
innn
888 8

ehehtht
8888 toclass

61
class
66 .
lass
11 6

oomm vsross
6666 percent

variev
ntntn .

edd yeay arearie
Overall,

oor oto
as

earyey
ss a

, ncreasingin garr,
aa percentage

oveog o
ee of

rallve
ff total

omm 55588.888 otorofr
ll operational661.666 percenp

spending,
nt.. OverOcenn

gg student
rall,, asaver

ntnt support
aa percentagpss aa

rtrtt decreased
geentag

dd and
off totat l operatiooe oo

dd administration,
onalatio

nn foodspending
service,

, sngg
ee and

dennt suppors rtstuds
ddd transportation

decreaseddrt dd
nn decreased

andd admiad aa
dd slightly,

inistratdmi
y,y while

tionn, oodfotrat
ee instructionservice

support
andd ranspotree, aa

rtrrt increased
ortationspo

dd slightly
tionn
tlytly.


	Thatcher USD



